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Furman reports 
U n iversity to celebrate m i lestone an n iversary 
Can you say centiseptuageniquiquennial? 
Richard Prior of Furman's classics department, who coined 
the term, can help, although even he would probably admit that 
it doesn't exactly roll trippingly off the tongue. His explanation 
of the pronunciation ,  with emphasis on the sections in caps: 
CENTI (one hundred) septua (seven-) GENI (-ty) qui (fit-) QUENN 
(-th year) ial (thing) . 
For the record, it refers to a 1 75th birthday or anniversary 
- which Furman wil l  celebrate during the 2001 -2002 academic 
session. 
But you can relax. I nstead of using a word that you can 
hardly say and that won't fit in  a 
headl ine,  the university wil l  stick 
with "1 75th" in its announcements 
and pronouncements throughout 
the year. 
The celebration will official ly 
kick off September 1 2  during 
opening convocation and continue 
through next spring.  A committee 
has worked for months to develop 
a list of activities that wil l  educate 
others about the university's 
accomplishments and celebrate 
Furtnan 
Furman's rich history, dating to  its founding in 1 826 in Edgefield, 
S .C.  
The Alumni Association plans to  commemorate the occasion 
in style, beginning with a huge birthday party in front of Cherrydale 
on October 20, Homecoming Satu rday. The event wi l l  be fun 
for the whole family, with bal loons, a giant bi rthday cake and a 
rendition of "Happy Birthday to You" led by the Fu rman marching 
band. 
Detai ls for many events are sti l l  being arranged, but some 
of the major activities will include: 
• A 30-minute video, produced by Don Koonce of Greenvil le, 
which wi l l  premiere at the university's opening convocation in 
September and wi l l  be circulated to a lumni  clubs and civic 
g roups. 
• An article on Furman i n  the fall issue of Sandlapper 
magazine, a statewide publ ication in South Carol ina. 
• The placement of banners with the Furman and 1 75th­
anniversary logos throughout the campus and in downtown 
Greenvi l le.  Large banners will hang from McAl ister Auditorium, 
the James B. Duke Library and Lay Physical Activities Center. 
• The publication of at least four books, including Academy 
and College: The History of Furman University's Woman 's 
College, authored by Judy Bai nbridge, d i rector of educational 
services, and a book featuring selected speeches and newspaper 
columns by Furman president David Shi .  Phi losophy professor 
Tom Buford is editing a book commemorating 20 years of the 
L.D. Johnson Memorial Lecture Series. The series, which honors 
the former university chaplain ,  features talks by faculty, staff 
and alumni on the topic "What Really Matters?" In addition,  a 
handbook (compiled by student i nterns) documenting the flora 
and fauna of the Fu rman campus will be printed. 
• A special 
commemoration at the 
Homecoming footbal l  
game October 20 
against East Tennessee 
State. Fu rman players 
wi l l  wear retro jerseys, 
the game program wi l l  
highlight the university's 
athletic successes, and 
the Furman band will 
perform a special 
musical tribute. The 
following day, F i rst Baptist Church of G reenvi l le and other 
churches in the state with strong ties to Furman will celebrate 
the university's legacy of faith. Other activities are also planned 
for downtown G reenvi l le dur ing Homecoming.  
• Furman Club events throughout the year, when the Alumni 
Association wil l  bring the party to the faithful all over the country. 
• Musical programs and concerts featuring the talents of 
Furman students and a lumni .  
• A winter term theme of  "Return to the '50s - Celebrating 
the Move." Students wi l l  immerse themselves in the culture,  
music and politics of the 1 950s, when Fu rman moved from 
downtown G reenvi l le to the cu rrent campus. The term-long 
celebration wil l  feature speakers and entertainment relevant to 
the time period. 
• A three-day conference in the spring on "U.S.  Foreign 
Policy at the Dawn of the 2 1 st Century." Former Secretary of 
State Madeline Albright is expected to headline the event, which 
will be sponsored by the Richard W. Riley Institute of Government, 
Politics and Publ ic Leadership .  
